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LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 

+ SERVICE OF LIGHT + 

P Jesus Christ is the Light of the world, 
C the light no darkness can overcome. 
  
P Stay with us, Lord, for it is evening, 
C and the day is almost over. 
  
P Let Your light scatter the darkness 
C and illumine Your Church. 
 
 

PHOS HILARON LSB 244 

P Joyous light of glory: 
C of the immortal Father; 

heavenly, holy, blessed Jesus Christ. 
We have come to the setting of the sun, 
and we look to the evening light. 
We sing to God, the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit: 
You are worthy of being praised 
with pure voices forever. 
O Son of God, O Giver of life: 
the universe proclaims Your glory. 

 
 

THANKSGIVING FOR LIGHT LSB 245 

P  Blessèd are You, O Lord our God, king of the universe, who 
led Your people Israel by a pillar of cloud by day and a 
pillar of fire by night. Enlighten our darkness by the light of 
Your Christ; may His Word be a lamp to our feet and a light 
to our path; for You are merciful, and You love Your whole 
creation and we, Your creatures, glorify You, Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 



PSALM 141 LSB 245 

C Let my prayer rise before You as incense, 
the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice. 

P O Lord, I call to You; come to me quickly; 
hear my voice when I cry to You. 

C Let my prayer rise before You as incense, 
the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice. 

P Set a watch before my mouth, O Lord, 
and guard the door of my lips. 

C Let not my heart incline to any evil thing; 
let me not be occupied in wickedness with 
evildoers. 

P But my eyes are turned to You, O God; 
in You I take refuge. 
Strip me not of my life. 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, 
is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
Let my prayer rise before You as incense, 
the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice. 

 

P Let us pray. Let the incense of our repentant prayer ascend 
before You, O Lord, and let Your loving-kindness descend 
on us that, with purified minds, we may sing Your praises 
with the Church on earth and the whole heavenly host and 
may glorify You forever. 

C Amen. 
 

LSB 335 O Bride of Christ, Rejoice 

1 O bride of Christ, rejoice; 
Exultant raise thy voice 
To hail the day of glory 
Foretold in sacred story. Refrain 

 
ref Hosanna, praise, and glory! 

Our King, we bow before Thee. 
 

2 Let shouts of gladness rise 
Triumphant to the skies. 



Now comes the King most glorious 
To reign o’er all victorious. Refrain 

 
3 A humble beast He rides, 

Yet as a King presides; 
Though not arrayed in splendor, 
He makes the grave surrender. Refrain 

 
4 The weak and timid find 

How meek He is and kind; 
To them He gives a treasure 
Of bliss beyond all measure. Refrain 

 
5 Then go thy Lord to meet; 

Strew palm leaves at His feet; 
Thy garments spread before Him 
And honor and adore Him. Refrain 

 

READING Malachi 3:1–7b 

 1“Behold, I send my messenger and he will prepare the way 
before me. And the Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to 
his temple; and the messenger of the covenant in whom you 
delight, behold, he is coming, says the LORD of hosts. 2But who 
can endure the day of his coming, and who can stand when he 
appears? For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap. 3He 
will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he will purify the 
sons of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, and they will 
bring offerings in righteousness to the LORD. 4Then the 
offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the LORD 
as in the days of old and as in former years. 5“Then I will draw 
near to you for judgment. I will be a swift witness against the 
sorcerers, against the adulterers, against those who swear 
falsely, against those who oppress the hired worker in his 
wages, the widow and the fatherless, against those who thrust 
aside the sojourner, and do not fear me, says the LORD of 
hosts. 6“For I the LORD do not change; therefore you, O 
children of Jacob, are not consumed. 7From the days of your 
fathers you have turned aside from my statutes and have not 
kept them.” 
 



READING Luke 3:1–14 

 1In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, Pontius 
Pilate being governor of Judea, and Herod being tetrarch of 
Galilee, and his brother Philip tetrarch of the region of Ituraea 
and Trachonitis, and Lysanias tetrarch of Abilene, 2during the 
high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came 
to John the son of Zechariah in the wilderness. 3And he went 
into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism 
of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 4As it is written in the 
book of the words of Isaiah the prophet, 

“The voice of one crying in the wilderness: 
‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 
 make his paths straight. 
5Every valley shall be filled, 
 and every mountain and hill shall be made low, 
and the crooked shall become straight, 
 and the rough places shall become level ways, 
6and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’” 

 7He said therefore to the crowds that came out to be baptized 
by him, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the 
wrath to come? 8Bear fruits in keeping with repentance. And 
do not begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our 
father.’ For I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up 
children for Abraham. 9Even now the axe is laid to the root of 
the trees. Every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is 
cut down and thrown into the fire.” 10And the crowds asked 
him, “What then shall we do?” 11And he answered them, 
“Whoever has two tunics is to share with him who has none, 
and whoever has food is to do likewise.” 12Tax collectors also 
came to be baptized and said to him, “Teacher, what shall we 
do?” 13And he said to them, “Collect no more than you are 
authorized to do.” 14Soldiers also asked him, “And we, what 
shall we do?” And he said to them, “Do not extort money from 
anyone by threats or by false accusation and be content with 
your wages.” 
 

P In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old 
by the prophets. 

 



Sermon 
 

C But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by 
His Son. 

 

LITANY LSB 249 
P In peace let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to 

the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the 

Church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship 

and praise, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For [names of synodical and district presidents], for all 

pastors in Christ, for all servants of the Church, and for all 
the people, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
P For [name of president or monarch], for all public servants, 

for the government and those who protect us, that they may 
be upheld and strengthened in every good deed, let us pray 
to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
P For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and 

protection in this and every place, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in 

this congregation, those who toil, those who sing, and all the 
people here present who await from the Lord great and 
abundant mercy, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
P For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the 

earth, and for peaceful times, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and 

need, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 



P For . . . [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] … 
let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  
The prayers then continue: 
  

P For the faithful who have gone before us and are with Christ, 
let us give thanks to the Lord: 

C Alleluia. 
  
P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
  
Silence for individual prayer may follow. 
  
P Rejoicing in the fellowship of all the saints, let us commend 

ourselves, one another, and our whole life to Christ, our 
Lord: 

C To You, O Lord. 
 
COLLECT FOR PEACE 
P O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, 

and all just works, give to us, Your servants, that peace 
which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to 
obey Your commandments and also that we, being defended 
from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace and 
quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER LSB 251 
P Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold 

to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 



          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
BENEDICAMUS LSB 252 
P Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
BENEDICTION LSB 252 
P The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the T Son, and 

the Holy Spirit, bless and preserve you. 
C Amen. 

 

334 O Lord, How Shall I Meet You 

1 O Lord, how shall I meet You, 
    How welcome You aright? 
Your people long to greet You, 
    My hope, my heart’s delight! 
O kindle, Lord most holy, 
    Your lamp within my breast 
To do in spirit lowly 
    All that may please You best. 

 
2 Your Zion strews before You 

    Green boughs and fairest palms; 
And I too will adore You 
    With joyous songs and psalms. 
My heart shall bloom forever 
    For You with praises new 
And from Your name shall never 
    Withhold the honor due. 

 
3 I lay in fetters, groaning; 

    You came to set me free. 
I stood, my shame bemoaning; 
    You came to honor me. 
A glorious crown You give me, 



    A treasure safe on high 
That will not fail or leave me 
    As earthly riches fly. 

 
4 Love caused Your incarnation; 

    Love brought You down to me. 
Your thirst for my salvation 
    Procured my liberty. 
Oh, love beyond all telling, 
    That led You to embrace 
In love, all love excelling, 
    Our lost and fallen race. 

 
5 Sin’s debt, that fearful burden, 

    Cannot His love erase; 
Your guilt the Lord will pardon 
    And cover by His grace. 
He comes, for you procuring 
    The peace of sin forgiv’n, 
His children thus securing 
    Eternal life in heav’n. 

 
6 He comes to judge the nations, 

    A terror to His foes, 
A light of consolations 
    And blessèd hope to those 
Who love the Lord’s appearing. 
    O glorious Sun, now come, 
Send forth Your beams so cheering, 
    And guide us safely home. 

 

P Go In Peace and Serve The Lord 
C Thanks Be to God 
 
And Remember, God really, really, really does love you 
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